


mhna disaster response

What Kinds Of New Stuff Are You Involved In?

We get asked that question all the time. Thanks for asking, let me give you a brief, but not exhaustive snapshot.

2007 Responses: We have mobilized volunteers and coordinated responses in Alabama, Georgia and Florida after deadly
tornadoes touched down eatlier this year. We are also assisting El Shaddai Ministries, MNA’s Haitian Ministry led by Dony
St. Germain, which was delivered a substantial setback as a result of floods and strong winds triggered by Hurricane Dean.
Zion Presbyterian Church in Lincoln Nebraska was destroyed by fire as summer began. MNA Disaster Response is helping
bring awareness to their plight. Please check out current needs on the MNA website. As we continue coordinating relief work
on the gulf coast through MNA ShortTerm Missions, we have seen a great outpouring of direct service through volunteer
efforts. At the same time, we have seen churches involved in this effort struggle when tragedy strikes close to home. Pray
with us that churches will take necessary steps to prepare themselves for the certain storms of the future.

Readiness: Helping individuals, churches and presbyteries prepare for the certain storms of the future is a responsibility we
do not take lightly. Eatlier this year, MNA Disaster Response conducted two regional training events. In Jacksonville Flor-
ida, we concentrated on hurricane response and recruitment for churches and presbyteries. In Philadelphia Pennsylvania, we
covered recruitment and mobilization, and concentrated heavily on flood response since that area of North America is flood
prone. At those events, MNA Associate Coordinator Fred Marsh and MNA Disaster Response Assistant Curt Moore con-
ducted workshops on Psychological First Aid. This is new material that Fred, Curt and Helen Buckley put together to aid
relief workers as they come into contact with grief stricken victims of disaster. If you would like to have this material, please
navigate to our site at pca-mna.org or simply give us a call.

We have also conducted workshops at the PCA Mercy Conference, PCA General Assembly and also at the PCA Youth Mis-
sions World Awareness Weekend. This ministry is grassroots in nature, so I utilize PCA members who have demonstrated
leadership in disaster response to help with our training. Does someone come to mind you can recommend to us? We are
always looking for ways to bring awareness in the PCA for this vital ministry. If you are looking for speakers for your mission
conference or are interested in hosting a regional training event, please let us know. The winter months are generally best for
us.

We have just produced the MNA Disaster Response CD Manual. This CD Manual provides guidance to presbyteries,
churches, missions teams, and individual members, in responding to disasters. The content of this manual was assembled by
Disaster Response Key Leaders working with MNA staff. It is prepared for PCA churches to assist in planning their own
Disaster Response ministry. Please use the information freely and distribute it as widely as possible. We are sending this to
every PCA church. If you would like your own copy just drop us a line.

A Personal Note of Thanks from Arklie As you can see, we are busy here at MNA ShortTerm Missions and Disaster
Response. I welcome your participation through direct service on one of our projects or training events,
through financial support and most of all, through your prayers. Because the ministries I lead offer help
through tangible service, it is easy to forget that the work of the church is spiritual in nature. Our great-
est gift and resource is prayer.. Pray that my team and I will act with humility as we serve the PCA. We
are here because of your support. May God continue to bless you as you serve Him. Drop me a note
and let me know how ministry is in your neck of the woods.

-
o

With a servant’s heart,
Arklie
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